Quest For The Skies

Ircraft have someshing called 3 fuel
 wiiich helps the s sys-

tem Interact with other partsof a

plane. incuding s navigation sys-

tem and the engine. It 8150 regl-

1ateg the movement of fuel 40 malntain the
cenirecd pravity of the planse. i people move
from thelr seats, the compueer recalrulates
the centre of pravity and moves fuel in the

direczion

Befire the launchof 8 new alrcra model,
the el eompueer 1S tesied ina rig that i spe-
clally designed fior k. For the Alris ASS thet
15 currendly under develog-
N, thie rif; has been creat-
e by a company called Guest
Global in Banpalore. Quest
did everything from concep-
tnalization to il ngof the
rig Inchiling hardware and software. [t took
W0 Years to hulld, has one lEkh Inserconnec-
tioms, 11 different types of printed circuit
hoards and 57 km of caibiles, and was stipped
1o Adrins’s UK location in July Isst year

For Ajlt Prabhu, 38, snd Aravind hMel-
Ugerl, 41, who founded &uest 85 AN OU-
sOUrced ENgIneering SEryICces COMpany in
1997, such work now Is becoming par for
the course. They have bullt 8 similar rig
for the AJSDs landing pear teses. They are
working for the Boeing THT. If an alrcraft
part develops & crack, Quest determines
whiether 1 should be repatred of replace].
1t te5is hlades, casings &nd pipings oo the
extertor of the englne to see If they can

they &l50 Work 10 areas Hke ofl & gas power
turbinges, and

“Eariier we used o work with GE at the

1eved, Today we pliot Ioess ngeth-

i, we el them what oo, wework with them

town of Hubll in Karnataka. Melllper]'s fa-
iherdied Prahingrs gsiher used o leass

& frult tree for Rs2aday and made money by
selling the frukt. “We come from poor fmi-
les, studled In & Ksnnads

mexlinm sehool, sitting

vl o Ml g [+ ) s o ALY Pl

ARAVIND MELLI GERI &
ANT PRABHU
FOUMDERS, LEST GLOBAL

on £he Boor with & slate. The {irst time | spoie
was In the US,” says Prabho. Mel-

ugegrlmuu £0 10 eNglneering &t KREC
Surahikal and Prabi st BVE Enpineertng

‘College in Hubill. Both then headed to the US
for hlgher squdies and began working there,
Melliger] at Ford and Prabin with GE.
Prabiin was ssill an hisstudent vis when
hie thought of starting his own ventare “
asked my brother inthe 15 io joln me, but be
sl we were there b study, and that i 1was
determined [ could ask Aravind. ‘He ks a5
CTETY 85 YO Are’, my broher (odd me.”
Prabihi’s MANAEET at GE gave quess 1&5
Arst contrace. The GE business fr uast
prew S0 fast that eventually
b lred s own mansger in
GE. Together they brought
GE's process discipiine and
exEcution fiocus into Quest.
And they did mast of the
work out of India. which not only helped
lower mosts but &leo enahled & quick seale-
up becauss of ne talent svallahie
The Enrom trowble hit GE hard and,
hence, Guest. Fortunadedy, juss before that,
‘Quest had recelved funding from PE firm
Carlyle, and thas MONey wes used (o fund les
losses. That eplsode was 2 Huge lear ning ex-
peTience. <We learnt how t mANsge cash
Aows, dellvery, ™ says Prabhu. Many from
thelr families alsa chipped In with money
at that paing, &1l of which was comverted o
equity “It's turned aut to ke the best return
on maney for them. Carlylealso extted with
8 three-time return on thelr invesiment,”
‘says Prabi. In December Last year, the $120-
midlon Gest won & 3T-million funding from
Pincus, which 1s e 0 et
e e o
and mekes fresh invesimenss.
Medliger] is now an alrerast
nts manufacturing business and
launched a SEZ, In Belgaum fir that purposs
last year It has & jolnt venture with
lan Arraspace fOr 3 surtace iregtment gacil-
ty and 2.V with Franne's Setforge for 2 forg-
Ing Facility. Quest manfsciores Hoor com-
prments 5nd Apor COMPANERtS that go 1o
the AZ20 and the BTET. “We ame now Invest-
Ing n peogile; Jus: hired & UK nasionsd as CTO.
Thils huslnes; 15 capdeal indensive and & lang-
term play,” says Malllgerl. The expectation
Isthat over thme, customers will ask Guest to
o everything from design to
manufsctire.




